[A comparison between absorbable and non-resorbable scleral implants in deep sclerectomy (T-Flux and SK-Gel)].
The intraocular pressure (IOP) lowering effects of deep sclerectomy (partially combined with phacoemulsification) with different scleral implants (T-Flux- or SK-Gel) were investigated. In a retrospective study, 72 patients with medically uncontrollable glaucoma underwent non-penetrating deep sclerectomy. Of these, 54 patients received T-Flux implants and 18 SK-Gel implants. Examinations were carried out shortly before and after surgery, as well as after 12 months. Prior to surgery IOP was 18.4+/-5.5 mmHg (n=72) and 12 months after surgery it was 13.1+/-3.8 mmHg (n=65). The number of antiglaucomatous eyedrops used prior to surgery was 2.3+/-1.3 (n=72) and 12 months after surgery 0.2+/-0.6 mmHg (n=65). Secondary IOP-lowering surgery after 12 months was carried out on 15.3% of the operated eyes, and consecutive goniopunctures after 12 months were 25%. No significant differences were found between the two groups. The short- and mid-term IOP lowering effects in deep sclerectomy with scleral implants were quite satisfying no matter which implant was used. There was no difference in deep sclerectomy whether or not combined with cataract surgery.